


21st Century Competencies/Skills Assessed with the 9th Grade Assessment

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

0 Evaluate and effectively analyze information critically and competently

0 Synthesize information and make connections in order to solve problems

0 Interpret information and draw conclusions based on the best analysis

0 Reflect critically on past experiences in order to inform future progress

Communication and Collaboration

0 Articulate thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written, and nonverbal 

communication skills in a variety of forms and contexts

0 Assume shared responsibility for collaborative work, and the value of 

individual contributions made by each team member

0 Use technology as a tool to research, evaluation, and communicate information

Self-Direction

0 Monitor, define, prioritize, and complete tasks without direct oversight

0 Utilize time effectively and managing workload



Timeline:

1. Introduced through 9th Grade class meeting in Sept. by 
principal and asst. principal

2. Self-assessment of the skills in Sept, progress at mid-point 
in Feb, final in May in 9th grade Resource periods 

3. Reflection on progress of the skills in Core Assessments 
through discussions with content teachers 

4.  Additional class meetings throughout the year will connect 
the skills to resiliency 

Duration: 9th grade year



Reflection Activities
0 Three advisory reflection periods during 9th grade year

0 September 

0 Self reflect on starting point with each skill by using the 
electronic reflection checklist

0 February 

0 Self reflect on progress made on each skill by using the 
electronic reflection checklist 

0 Self reflect through a brief writing prompt.

0 May

0 Self reflect on progress made on each skills by using the 
electronic reflection checklist 

0 Self reflect through a brief writing prompt.  The writing 
prompt will require students to make a connection to the high 
school career plan.

0 Discuss progress on skills with class.



Reflection Form

• Paperless

• Will be used in 9th grade 
Resource and may be used by 
core content teachers as the 
final page of core assessments 
to reflect on skills addressed 
by that core.

• Note the drop-down box for 
self-selecting the skill level



The “May” prompt example is shown below.  There is a similar prompt for 
February.  Note the connection from 9th grade assessment skills to the 

beginning of The Career Plan which starts in 10th grade.  



Ninth Grade Assessment 
Connection to The Career Plan
0 Ninth Grade Assessment:

 Reflection requires students to think about skills, capitalize on 
their strengths, and address their weaknesses as they move to 
high school.

0 The Career Plan – 10th grade:
 Requires students to apply knowledge of their strengths or  

weaknesses in skill areas to possible career choices when they 
complete the following surveys in Naviance:
 Do What You Are Activity

 Career Cluster Finder

 Career Interest Finder



Additional Information 

1. The credit value for 9th Grade Assessment is .25.  

2. Meetings with the 9th grade class will be held 
during the year to connect 9th Grade Assessment 
skills to Growth Mindset and resiliency.

3. Selected Core Assessments in English, science, and 
social studies will ask students to engage in 
written reflection.


